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As part of Florida Senate President 
Kathleen Passidomo’s Live Healthy 
initiative, the financial eligibility 
threshold for access to free and 
charitable clinics was increased to 
include those earning up to 300% of 
the federal poverty level. Previously, 
this threshold was set at 200% of the 
federal poverty level.

The We Care Network has operated 
at 150% of the federal poverty level 
since its inception. However, in 
response to the passing legislation, 
the CMS Foundation Board of 
Directors approved an increase to 
200% of the federal poverty level to 
be able to qualify for participation 
in the We Care Network. This 
increase went into effect June 18, 
2024. Our referring providers, 
partnering clinics, patients, 
donating providers, Advisory 
Committees, and the We Care Network staff are 
enthusiastic about this change, as it will better target 
the “working poor” for which our program serves. 
These are community members with no other means 
to access needed healthcare services. 

Our analysis, supported by data provided by our 
primary referral centers, predicts a manageable, if 
not minimal, effect on the current caseload. We 
will assess the impact of the adjusted caseload and 
potentially consider a further increase to 250 or 300% 
in the future, as some of the other We Care programs 
in the state of Florida have done. We are thrilled to be 

able to provide access to healthcare to more residents 
of Leon, Gadsden, Wakulla, and Jefferson Counties.

Remember, individual We Care Network volunteer 
providers can always limit the number and frequency 
of their We Care Network patient encounters, so this 
policy change should not adversely affect provider 
involvement. 

If you have concerns or questions 
about this change or anything else 
about the We Care Network, please 
contact me (Advisory Committee 
Chair: nephrology3@gmail.com), 
Diana Bixler, MPH (We Care 
Network Program Coordinator: 
dbixler@capmed.org), or Tom 
Block (CMS Foundation Executive 
Director: tblock@capmed.org).

By H. Avon Doll, Jr., M.D., Chair, We Care Network Advisory Committee, and Board Member, Capital 
Medical Society Foundation Board of  Directors

CAPITAL MEDICAL SOCIETY  
2024 MEETINGS CALENDAR

August 27, 2024
CMS Membership & CME Meeting

Panel Discussion: “Recognizing the Cardiovascular-Kidney-
Metabolic Syndrome for Better Intervention”

6:00 pm
Maguire Center for Lifelong Learning at Westminster Oaks

September 7, 2024
CMS Family Day

10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Challenger Learning Center

To view the full calendar,  
visit https://capmed.org/calendar/

THE WE CARE NETWORK CHANGES ELIGIBILITY 
CRITERIA TO HELP MORE PATIENTS IN  
OUR COMMUNITY
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Florida Senate President Kathleen Passidomo 
and Governor Ron DeSantis. (Source: https://
floridapolitics.com/archives/664883-legislature-sends-live-
healthy-bills-to-gov-desantis/)
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Get Into The Holiday Spirit at 
the Capital Medical Society 
Foundation Holiday Auction
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CMS Family Day: 
An Out of this 
World Experience!
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E-Newsletter
$200/month or $1,000/six months

CapMed Today, the Capital Medical Society’s electronic 
newsletter, is a weekly source for medical news, relevant 
information, and helpful resources of interest to physicians 
and their administrators/office staff. It is distributed via 
email each Friday to over 800 readers.
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